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Drama Critie

I never expect tn solve
the central mystery in Pin-
Iht‘l “The Birthday Par-
(B — but I'l always en-
| joy trying so long &s fo-

ture performances egual Lo

quality South Coast Reper-
| tory's current mounting.
| For “Party” 1z ona of
thase plays — a3 Beckeil's
*Erdgame" |z another —
which sends me from the
theater with & frustrating
| feeling that some ultimata
answer lurks just inside

my consciousnesy, If only 1
| could pull it out.
| Perbaps next time, I al-

ways say to myself, the
riddle of young Stambey's
piell-incarceration in a slea-

e i otk

reseiing a hostile, imper-
sonal world man oo longer

can conteol? {
Or is “The Birthday Par- |

t¥*" ita avther's privais
Joke,
actors but “full of
and fury signifying noth-

ing.""
Perhaps nert tims . ..
Ancther pleasurs In |

a fine exerciss for §

- , Btanley’s birthday and Hal |

% . I- - I:. v

“The Bijl;jhday Party’ Riddle

By RALPH HINMAN JR. lifs mr?ﬂ:mh’j‘;“mm}lﬂd“ﬂ"ﬂ-:
svinbolic abstractions rep- ingly cheequions in the

pencs of w, Elaina
Landon, the bird”
lives next door,

Then tha

sirangers,
Gaoidberg and McCann, ap- |

pear from nowhers in their
ghicy¥ hlack lmousins. It

ILendon Jr. and James

appreben-
ot budld rapidly as the
party moves lo & dramatic

| peak In the second act. Act

{ ]I seems almost ant-ell-
' mectie untll momentarily,

= | liim & funace dogr open-
£= (ing and shuiting, we view
- (Btanley's private hell.

|F Fina acting prevalls el
ilhl.r.lﬂl the English accents
mmerge raiher uhevenly.

Rats H 3%-siars; maturs
Audiences. Friday-Sunday
Iperformences, §:30 pang
4027 Mewpert Bled, Costa

. Mesa, through Dec. 19,
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STAGE REVIEW

Jdouth Coast Hepﬂrtm'y
R m ‘Feiffer’s Penple‘

Flexible as silly puliv,
topical as a Harris paoil-
gter, nearatie, quixotie. as
giseaptinle fo confessinn
ag a lap damncer 18 Lo a gpot-
light, “Feiffer's Peogple®
had left an lmprint upon
conlemporary sLage oome-
dy long belore they found
their way from the strip

| frame to the proscenium

arch and gave their dis-
lozs a vodee other than our
oW

Provided with Faiffar'a
npen and pliant text, Costa
Aleza's South Coast Reper-
tary adde zippy direction
and zesty song lyrics by
Warren J. Deacon, punct:-
licazs voral direction by
Baundrn Mathews-Deacon,
L e gnd evaeative sred-
ting by Greg Balton and
high-spot additional
materfal by James Dieds
erich, Doug McEwan and
membsare of the east [t
blends with the poelish and
prr-;_'i_'.i-‘:ll. thal lave made
this company one of ihe
Mozt cansisiently reward-
ing in Southern California.
t Feiffer's vignettes, de-
pendenl upon characler,
pheervatlon and the irony
of zituations, seldem gen-
erate zalire gharper than a
finger pake. Few of the
blackouts are well stric-
tured and meost do nod
build to strong emdings.
Directlon compensates to
good effect, if lmited re-
souree. Having twoa gentle-
men tenderly clasp handz
ar tweak clheeks iz uped as
& regalutlers more often
than siatistical sampilrgs
rnight be able to justify.

« Most familiar of thas
flaged warks is "Munea,®
ibe mllitary adventure of

& 4-year-ald caught in the

e i e )

'FEIFFER'S PEOFLE"

& pptcickl Fevue bined en e
Wirka o Julmy Feiler, wiin a8n-
nonal malEdEl By Jehel Clerlesich,
oo McEwman and g caEl,  Oived
e Earrey  J. Deidsn  Dualgrer
i Baltlna  Chorecpremtr  daaii
Lescow. Lerios Warrenm Dealss, Vi
il dirBchibn Lagsde  Aagtte-sDre-
I, L8 Codoe Barcza. BI1 Bre-
dv. Tem Docplean, Mpry Fiemrdg,
Raniw (R (a1 | WeE g,
Cifsiren Yourd. Pressaied of 0:1
mae. Wiedrepedawn  Twouph  Tosddses,
TorFiW SEDT. 17, BF SfR Cpanf Se-
e IR Mewasrt Bl Cocle
Frun

II"\.'|I|.:-:'-TH'E-L"'-|'

draft. He s plaved hy
Steie Patterson, one af the
brishtest players in 1he
company. Ancthar  highs
light ir Genrge Bareos' im-
peraonaitlon as Uncle

Walt's mechanlcal recreis- |

tlon of President Lincoln,
ong of several pleces craal-
ed with spectal idenlificas
tiafi for Drange County au-
dienices,

Feiffer's flashe=s of Ju-
man foible and fancy de-
mand no less of the otherg
in the ensemble, Dour Me-
Ewan, Bili Bradv. Toni
Douglass, Careran Younz,
Mary Flaming, Samsdy Ma-
ring and Leslie Tavlor
Fach has his moments nof
epecial delight in am eve-
ni 3 and frem-

suTE,

On Sept. 24, S5CR under-
lakrs ane of its mosl ambi-
itptts productions, & full
staging of the reck apera,

ommy.”®

~=IOHN . MAHOXEY

FEIFFER'S PEOPLE
(South Const Repertory: 3075 rop)

"Feiffer's People,” its nine-mem-
ber cast scooting through the sar.
donie wit of enrtoonlst-philosapher
Jdules Feiffer with additions] mn-
terin| by the performers, Jamaes
Diederich and others, ngain proves
versatility of this Costn  Mess
froupe. Yarren J. Deacon kps doi-
rected with fine sense of and
the actors limn the Feifferesgue
attitudes faithfully and spiritedly.

Several of the skeiches nre oit-
rageously funny, Takeoff om the
Lincaln notomation [George Har-
cnaljﬂ at Diameyland s top Inugh
maker, Minister (Rill Bendv)
cranking oot Aguarius speech has
z,l"nd: ko. “Buperman” [Cameron

aung) kit (2 okny, and four-
vear-old draftes (Steve Patterson)
number, with full csst on  hesnd
stands out, OFf ta good atart is
r]ﬂ:.[{e-ﬂtn'r-i:w-.gm'ernnr number

wilt enat singing and dancing to
“¥ote for Larry™), but poters B|:.v-1.ll:.

Main problem with total shaw is
balance. Two-acter devoies too
much of fiest net to brief black-
outs setiing Feiffer moods  hut
Tailing to supply contrast in style,
Seeond act, with more musical nam-
bers {music supplied by tape, with
performers singing — a technique
that works remarkably wel| at
Zouth Coast beeruss nIP failities)
arul varisty of skotehes acds zest
Delights include slow-motion stuiy
of balloon blowing by Leslis Tay-
lor, folkeinger |{Bandy Marina)
describing her sang af tho |land.

Targets for Feiffer anpd for
interpolited material continus to
be Vietnam, FEI, the army, fickle-
ness of f_I-wn,fr:tI:. Imﬁ additions of

dge-price  [reeze, Pentagon  pa-
mhnh Ana  law enforcems.

the woll- 113
manages tn hit dend conter each
tme, the ball's-ere iz becoming
fraved from overase,

Toni Trouglass, Mary Fleming,
Doug MeEwan are also brightly
=N in the project on stage,
wearing modd clothes and sneakers
and catching their countless cues
mﬁr: hut“h

e met, w gix large placarda
Eil"l‘j'l:{:l‘fl Feiffer drawings upstnge
an:d w aren designed
far cavorting, is Greg Holton,
Warren  Deacon  wrote  pertinent
lg.lua, Matt] Laseoe choreographed.

~ "

1"."1'-“ wmd m e,
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South Coast Rﬂpeftﬂry

‘Our Town’ rehabilitated

By RALPH HINMAN JR.
Drama Critic

Thornion Wilder's “Our
Town" — now weekending
at South Coast Reperiory
was modishly avang-
gards in the 1%k and ear-
ly 'S0z  when theater
groups =cross the land
mearly did it in through ov-
ErENPOELNE.,

Tt was a =sanding joke
thal somewlers, gomebody
was readylng a new
maunting of this naturalis-
tic examination into small
town American life before
the Firsi World War.

Seemingly it was an
ety show o do. Geis are
minimal, and ftoa few
directars required tough-
minded, disciplived acting
“just ordinary people.”

A standing joke becare
a bad joke as “'Cur Town"
sumulatively acquired a

reputation for being exces-
sively sentimental and-or
mawkizh. And so the show
almost slipped inta obscu-

rity.
A brilllant South Coast

h
years" '@.d
phonieess, Town™
now e o take its
place as in & handful
of preat dramas

written and produced in
this century.

SCR's efforts deserve the
grateful thanks af anyone
who cares even remaotely
for our theater.

This was
it e
Warren J. unlik
many predecessors clse-
where, obvionsly belisves
in the virtues of disciplined

Maving acress an artisti-
cially bareboned slage, his
people became, in fact, the

people of Grovers Comers,
New Hampshire, in the
lost years 1901-1913 That's
real acting — and direct-
ing.

The greatness of any
drama can be measared, 1
think, in how well, how
henestly and eormpletely it
captures the spirit of peo-
ple in a time of crisis, vic-
tory, defeat, transivion
from one emm to another
Or eveén an “ocdinary'™
time, whenever of what-
ever fhat (=

Croaicled hera are the
last vears of & quiet,
rural life siyle; in life,
birth and death at Grovers
Carners, we sea for a flect-
ing momept what some
Americand wers like be-
fore industrialization irpov-
ocably chanpe the old
ways.

Stepring us through our
ook at the village is the
Stape Moanager, the au-

| thor's symbol for an all-
secfng, all-knowing Geod
| Martin Benson, eomplete

with slightly nasal Yankee
twang. is superh,

Our atlention focuszes on
Emily Webb as she moves
from girl o womanbaod,
marriage, hirth and, final-
lv, death al an eacly age.
Theresa Carden brings a
confrolked  artlesspess Lo
the role which iz the
breath of reality.

Other particularly  {ine
parformances come from
Don Tuche amd Ann Siema,
Cameron  Young, H.l.
Parks and Ell=n Ketehum.

General family recom-
mendation.
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By TOM TITUS
Bf 1he Cuile Plist Bt

if theslergners come away
from South Coast Repertory's
revival of “'Our Town'™ with a
Lﬂn!ﬂd appreciation of lide,
day ta day exictenes of jf,
hén this vencrable American
*Pdasle can  once more be
—fanrted A suceess,
;oW is mere than likely ihat
¥y will, [ar SCH has taken
Zrpamsta efforl bo dnsure
-+ Mhat dhia play, dated thaugh it
— Inay be, iz a5 compelling and
~ héartwarming as when it was
first presented. ‘Thet all-im-
riportant “feal" for Thornisn
" Widder's poelic prose wra
the Costa Mesa production |

& warm blanket o a chilly
““Mevember night.

"CThere aré all twa  few
~~dramatic works dealing

Ll o

hocestly with life in small
town America, Ome must go
back two seasons to Lanford
Wilsan's *The Rimerg of
Eldritich™ presented ai UC
[rvice Lo ¢ite another laeal ex-
gmple. The genius of Faulkner
and Sieinbeck can ke found
arly in bhokshelves and even
meddern  literature mﬁr
little mcre than the -
tiopalized ®iylings of a
“Payion Place."

Thus "Dur Town™ remEing
a3 perhaps 1he difinitive
delipegtion of » poetion of our
culizre which all oo rarely
beckons ihe crealive muse.
And In Sou h&uﬂmﬂ Repre-
fory's compe production,
Wilder's marvelogsly  mun-
dane New En communiiy
;:.!I'Gm"f’ ers refurns (o
ile,

f Balton's sublle lighting elfecta

fiar=y desigred B [Daeld Scofs
wurind By Sooth Coasl Eikasieey Fr
v Salriery @ Suncavn o OB
thicugh Kee. T8 @A ®e Thid IeEs
Teraewr, [(RIF BMewpert Bvd., Coxdw
Lt
THE CALT

Sogpl  Mgnamer.. .. .. darils  Bpessa
come TRETAEN  Carges

Gt Qb .. .. Cifmerer Yauna
Diactir GIBRE, 5= jsnr 5., Don  Tuchs
Lo TR - PSSR — L I L
o[- R ——— LI ]
AL W conenns BOER KERIGTR
Forali Wewnormd. . ... Geprps Baroae
Jom Bl Ol ]
F#setid GoBEy. . .,. [Dlirges Ermen
Waky ek ... Qi Emman Jie
Peol. W lard

Jdrg Shevigacd Mesrqan  Mridaw

fam Lawg f Wi Birka
ll; Towmipassin . ...... Sy Fiind, Cocilg
K resgiies

§ overall aurs of back fenoe if-
iﬂ_m-ll:}' inta play. His lask is
aided gplendidly by Greg

aed the authenticily of the at-
- moaphere — chickens elucking
¢ In the morning, erickeds chirp-
* ing after dark — which sus-
« faine the mood of comfort amd
 patisfaction,

Martin Berson, ane of 5CR's
two artistie direciors, makes &
rare arslige BppesTEncs A%
the stagé mahager who
manipalates the action ‘and
sels the scenes for the mimi-
drama. Benson reflecis
warmith ard undersianding in

- bis multiple rales as narrator,
participant and observer; his
perfoemance is alool from the
others, yet & part of them,
giriking the right balance
between amniecience and in-
valvernent.

The mosgt striking
performance of the evening is
delivered* by an SCR
newcomer, Theresa Carden, in
the rele of Emily whose shard
voung life I5 the crux of the
plav. hiiss Carden iz fresh asd
aprealing in the earlipr scenes
@d painfully palgnant in the
third  act  when,

day from her childhood.

Cameron Young portrays -

her suitor  wilh  alternale
bursts @l
yoathiul pebulance. One of the
high epots of the play is the
gcene betwesn him and Miss
Carden in the soda shap whers
the first bioam of ramance is
born.

Dion Tuche is a plebure of
well-adjusted stability as the
town doeior, while Amn Siena
iz equally sirong As  his
devcded wife who vearna for
snme change in their lfe's
roudine. Heath Park achieves
perhaps  the hest  charae.
terizalion i the supporling
ranks ag the nawspaper editap
with a personal analysis of the
towrepeople, while Ellen
Kedchum Is bright and Lrae as
his wife,

Others making singular Im-
poessions  are DHerdre aed
David Emmes Jr. a8 the

enthusiasm and

yourger children, Geoarge |

Baros as fhe angular
milkman. Reochelle Savill as
the pgnrruleus  townswoman
and Michael Owens as the
tacitarn bown drunk.

“Our Town® might be besf

described &z the perfect an-
tidnte for “Tommy," for fwo
more cissimilar  productlons
woild ba difficult ta find. Both
are being performed curresthy
on the SCR siage with fhm
rock misical rumning
Tuesdays fhrough “Thursdays
and — dug bo heavy ticket
demands — &t 11 o'clock Fris
dav and Saturday evenings,
following  performances of
“Our Tewn."

A limited three-weskend run
of the Wilder classic is
gcheduled before it is placed
imba the repertory slnt and
“Tommy™ returne on
weekende, Performances are
given at 8 a'clock on the BCR
stage, 18T Newpert Elwd.,
Coeta Mesa,

SCR Slates
New Class

EBERFENST

“*Our Town’ Well Staged >

JZ

AL aftuh her '

eath, she elects fn relive a "

L ., In Acting, _3
e oyt bt

uf 2al




